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Year 9 Track: 3          EUROPEAN STUDIES                    Time: 1:30min 

 

 

Name: _____________________________ 
 

Class: _____________________________ 

 

 

Part 1 – Answer all the questions (Total: 66 marks) 

 

Section A:  Read the following extract and answer all the questions. 

 

The European Union was set up with the aim of ending the frequent and bloody wars between 

neighbouring countries, which culminated in the Second World War.  It intended to create an ever 

closer union between the people of Europe.  Although at first the EU was concerned with 

improving the economic cooperation between its Member States, in recent decades it has 

expanded its role to other areas of policy. 

 

1. List the six founding Member States of the EU. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________(3) 

2. Over time, more and more countries decided to join the EU.  Mention FOUR other 

countries which have joined the EU besides the founding Member States. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________(2) 

3. The European flag symbolises both the European Union and, more broadly, the identity of 

Europe.  It features a circle of 12 gold stars on a blue background.  What do these stars 

stand for? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________(2) 

4. Mention two important criteria which are required by countries wishing to join the EU. 

____________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________(2) 
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5. At a speech in Paris in 1950, Robert Schuman, the then French foreign minister, set out his 

idea for a new form of political cooperation in Europe, which would make war between 

Europe’s nations unthinkable.  Europe Day is held every year to celebrate peace and unity 

in Europe and to mark the anniversary of the historical ‘Schuman Declaration’.  On what 

day is Europe day celebrated in the Member States of the EU? 

____________________________________________________________________________(1) 

6. One of the major institutions of the EU is the European Parliament, which is the only 

directly-elected body of the EU and which acts on behalf of its citizens.   

 

i. What do the letters MEPs stand for? 

 

____________________________________________________________________________(1) 

ii. How often do elections of the European Parliament take place? 

____________________________________________________________________________(1) 

iii. Who is the current President of the European Parliament? 

____________________________________________________________________________(1) 

iv. List THREE roles of the European Parliament? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ (6) 

 

7. In 1999, twelve of the EU Member States decided to adopt a new common currency called 

‘the euro’.  How has the euro made trade between these countries easier? 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ (2) 
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Section B:  Continue the following sentences.  (2 marks each) 

 

1. The word ‘democracy’ comes from ____________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

2. In a representative democracy ________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  Two examples of pressure groups which safeguard the environment are _______________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. _____________________________________ is an example of a pressure group which 

defends human rights. 

5. In a pluralist society, citizens have the right to ___________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. The rule of law is the _______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

7. The anthem of the European Union is the  _______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. The primary sector of production involves the  ___________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Four examples of jobs in the tertiary sector are  __________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

10. The economic policy of restraining trade between countries through methods such as 

tariffs and quotes is called  __________________________________________________. 
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Section C:  State whether the following statements are True or False.  (1 mark each) 

i. The EU is made up of 27 Member States.  

ii. All Maltese people of voting age can vote in elections to the European 

Parliament 

 

iii. All the Member States of the EU use the same currency.  

iv. Malta became a Member State of the EU in 2005.  

v. Countries using the Euro can choose their own national symbol to have on 

their notes and coins. 

 

vi Shipbuilding is an example of an industry in the tertiary sector.  

vii Malta has a parliamentary system.  

viii One of the roles of the Council of Ministers is the drafting of legislation.  

ix The European Commission is located in Strasbourg.  

x The president of the European Commission is Jean-Claude Juncker.  

 

 

Section D:  Fill in the following blank spaces.  (1 mark each) 

After the second world war, Europe was in ruins.  Millions of people had died.  Europeans realised 

that it was better to unite and learn to live together, than to fight one another.  This led to the 

foundation of the Council of Europe on _______________________________.  The Council of 

Europe is made up of _____________ countries.  Its headquarters are found in 

____________________________________________________.   The European 

____________________________and the European ___________________________were 

chosen and adopted by the Council of Europe before also becoming symbols of the European 

Union.  They are now the emblems of a shared European identity.  ____________________and 

_____________________are the Council of Europe’s two official languages. 

 

The Council of Europe’s aims are to defend democracy and the rule of law and to achieve a 

greater ______________________between its members.  It aims to create a large, free, peaceful, 

democratic area where people understand one another in spite of their differences – a Europe 



Page 5 of 6 
 

where peace is maintained through tolerance.  The Council of Europe also works to 

protect_______________________________________.    An important component of the Council 

of Europe is the 

_______________________________________________________________________ which 

ensures that the rights listed in the European Convention on Human Rights are respected.  Another 

component of the Council of Europe is the Committee of Ministers which is the organisation’s 

_______________________________________ body.   The Parliamentary Assembly is the 

driving force for European co-operation and consists of the 

___________________________________________________ from all the member states of the 

Council of Europe.  Meanwhile, the _________________________ is made up of civil servants 

who collect information, prepare documents and organise meetings. 

 

The Council of Europe encourages the development of Europe’s cultural identity and diversity.  It 

helps Europeans become aware of ideas they share and join together to defend their culture. At the 

same time, it encourages countries to keep their own individual characteristics, such as their 

_______________________and___________________________.    

 

Part 2 – Answer any TWO questions in essay form. (Total: 34 marks) 

 

1. The EU’s internal market, also referred to as the Single Market, seeks to guarantee the 

‘four freedoms’.  Discuss. 

 

2. Air and rail transport are two common forms of transport found in most European 

countries.  Discuss their advantages and disadvantages. 

 

3. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of e-commerce to the consumer. 
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